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Celebrant: The Rev’d Shawn Clerkin
Intercessor and Eucharistic Minister: Misty Burney
Eucharistic Minister: Dee Jakel
Lectors: Scott Isaksen and Dee Jakel
Music Director: Michael McNeill
Proper 21 September 27, 2026
Holy Eucharist Rite II

PRELUDE
"Come, thou fount of every blessing" (trad. American, arr. Marianne Kim)

ENTRANCE HYMN
Stand and sing Hymn 523 "Glorious things of thee are spoken"
	Celebrant
	Blessed be the One who creates all things.

	People
	The Holy One's love is new every morning.


Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Remain standing and sing WLP (green hymnal) 885 A Song of Creation (Canticle 12) (Roberts) (Whitehead)
	Celebrant
	The Creator be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Let us pray.




O God, you show your glory throughout your Creation, calling it very good: Grant us the fullness of your blessing, that we, stewarding your garden, may become partakers in your joy; through Jesus Christ the Wisdom of Creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
A Reading from the Book of Exodus
Exodus 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
	Reader
	Hear what the Spirit is saying to all God’s Creation.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

The choir will chant this morning's psalm. The congregation is invited to join the chant on the verses in bold type, and to join in the antiphon.
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1 Hear my teaching [O] my people; *
incline your ears to the [words of] my mouth.

2    I will open my [mouth in] a parable; *
      I will declare the mysteries of [an]-cient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,…
      and what our [forefathers] have told us, *
   we will not [hide from] their children.

4    We will recount to generations to come…
         the praiseworthy deeds and the power [of] the Lord, *
      and the wonderful [works he] has done.
Antiphon
12 He worked marvels in the [sight of] their forefathers, *
     in the land of Egypt, … in the [field] of Zoan.

13    He split open the sea and [let them] pass through; *
        he made the waters stand [up] like walls.
14 He led them with a [cloud] by day, *
     and all the night through with a [glow] of fire.

15    He split the hard [rocks in] the wilderness *
        and gave them drink as from the [great] deep.
16 He brought streams [out of] the cliff, *
     and the waters gushed [out] like rivers.

Antiphon
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philipi.

Philippians 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

	Reader
	Hear what the Spirit is saying to all God's Creation.

	People
	Thanks be to God.




Stand and sing Hymn 679 "Surely it is God who saves me"
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 21:23-32

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

	Celebrant
	The Gospel of the Lord.

	People
	Praise to you Lord Christ


GOSPEL ALLELUIA: Celtic Alleluia (O'Carroll/Walker)
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Sit for  The Homily              
The Rev’d  Shawn Clerkin
Stand for  The Nicene Creed                                (BCP p. 358)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please stand or kneel for the

Prayers of the People

We have heard today of the cost of discipleship. That we may be empowered to bear the name of Christ, let us pray for ourselves and for the whole world, saying: Lord, hear our prayer.
The church of God is fragmented; we need the healing of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for the church.

Lord, hear our prayer.

The world cries out for an increase of justice and for an end to war. Let us pray for the world.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Our country is striving for equality and a better life for all it’s citizens. Let us pray for our nation.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Our community seeks a better sense of its gifts and more wisdom into its problems. Let us pray for our community.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We know many people who are sick and suffering, who have public hurt or private pain. We pray especially for Colleen, Robin, Heather, Teddy, Darlene, Sheila, Sarah, Jeff, Nicole, Jan, Charlene, Sallie, Julie, Warren, Jeannie, Delores, Sabrina, Tracy, Cathy, Tyler, John, Lynn, Bill, the Webster family, Gabriel, Mary, Dale, Tameka, Jarod, Maeve, Mandy, Russ. Let us pray for all in need.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Our live have been enriched by the lives of all those like Moses, the elders, and the disciples who have gone before us in the faith. Let us pray for grace to be disciples. 

Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for

The Anglican Communion – The Anglican Church of Australia

The Episcopal Church – St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Grand Island & Trinity, Hamburg

Celebrant 
We are thirsty, O merciful God; give us a cup of water to drink. Hear our prayers and answer our cries of need through your Son, Christ our Lord.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Holy and merciful God,
we confess that we have failed to honor you
by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures.
We have walked heavily on your earth,
overused and wasted its resources,
taken for granted its beauty and abundance,
and treated its inhabitants unjustly,
holding future generations hostage to our greed.
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as you desire and intend,
with grateful and compassionate hearts,
through your son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
	Celebrant
	Peace with yourself.
Peace with Creation.
Peace with one another.
The peace of Christ be always with you.

	People
	And also with you.


Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. Psalm 50:14
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
"I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say" (trad. English; harmony: R. Vaughan Williams; arr. Marty Wheeler Burnett)

DOXOLOGY
Stand and sing Hymn 400 "All creatures of our God and King" (v.7)
Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise God the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Holy Communion

Stand as you are able

	Celebrant
	The Creator be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Creator.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to our Loving God.

	People
	It is right to give God thanks and praise.


God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus WLP 858 (green hymnal) Holy, holy, holy (American folk melody, harm. Pruner)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This is Living Bread, given for all creation.

All who eat this bread share in Christ's Body.
Fraction Anthem WLP (green hymnal) 875 Be known to us (James)
Refrain (two times):
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.

The bread which we break, alleluia,
Is the communion of the body of Christ. (Refrain)
One body are we, alleluia,
For though many we share one bread.(Refrain)
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
COMMUNION HYMNS
Hymn 343 "Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless"
Hymn 660 "O Master, let me walk with thee"
The Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Holy one,
you feed us with bread from heaven
and the gifts of mother earth.
in this communion, you have drawn us into your embrace
and you call us to friendship with one another.
You have given us the gift of reconciliation.
May we who have tasted that gift from you,
offer ourselves in peace and humility to one another.
And may you always walk among us as friend. Amen.

BLESSING
Deep peace, pure white of the moon to you.
Deep peace, pure green of the grass to you.
Deep peace, pure brown of the earth to you.
Deep peace, pure gray of the dew to you.
Deep peace, pure blue of the sky to you.
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. Amen.
Stand and sing Hymn 527 "Singing songs of expectation"
	 
	Let us go forth into all Creation, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


POSTLUDE
on "The Holy City" (Stephen Adams, arr. Marianne Kim)
A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO SING WITH OUR CHOIR ON CHRISTMAS EVE
This year, the St. Mark's Choir extends a special invitation to work with our choir towards singing at the 9pm Christmas Eve service! Beginning Thursday, October 1, the beginning of our choir rehearsals (7pm until about 7:45) will be devoted to preparing our anthems and other music for Christmas Eve. If you'd like to sing with our choir but aren't sure you're up for regular Sunday mornings or long Thursday rehearsals throughout the year, this opportunity is for you! Please email our director, Michael McNeill, at music@stmarksop.org to indicate your interest.
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We pray for

The Anglican Communion – The Anglican Church of Australia

The Episcopal Church – St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Grand Island & Trinity, Hamburg

Those in need or trouble – Colleen, Robin, Heather, Teddy, Darlene, Sheila, Sarah, Jeff, Nicole, Jan, Charlene, Sallie, Julie, Warren, Jeannie, Delores, Sabrina, Tracy, Cathy, Tyler, John, Lynn, Bill, the Webster family, Paul, Gabriel, Mary, Dale, Tameka, Baby Maeve, Mandy, Russ
This Week at St. Mark’s 

Sunday 09/27
8:00am Eucharist Rite I 

9:45am Sunday School K-5

10:00am Eucharist Rite II 

11:00am Coffee Hour
Wednesday 09/30
11:00am Book Club

12:30pm Noon Eucharist

Thursday 10/01
5:30pm BNYC Rehearsal

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 10/03
11:00am Blessing of the Animals

5:00pm Oktoberfest

6:00pm Open AA Meeting
Sunday 10/04

8:00am Eucharist Rite I 

9:45am Sunday School K-5

10:00am Eucharist Rite II 

11:00am Coffee Hour
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Save the date and mark your calendars for the Orchard Park Chamber’s OKTOBERFEST 2026. It will take place on Saturday, October 3, 2026 from 5pm-9pm.

Your take-out dinner will consist of (2)grilled German bratwurst, German potato salad, sauerkraut, homemade applesauce, and rye-bread/butter for $15.00. Kid’s meal consisting of a hot dog/roll, bagged chips, cookies and fruit will be offered for $5. There is live music, covered eating, a beer truck, a dessert truck and an American food truck.

This year no tickets or pre-order will be needed. We are hoping that this will not interfere with your willingness to support and participate in this very important St. Mark’s fund raiser. We are also hoping this will encourage more community participation. Please tell your friends, neighbors and extended family –mark your calendars- no tickets required!
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