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Deny yourself pick up your cross
and follow ME
Mathew 16 vs 24




Celebrant: The Rev’d Shawn Clerkin
Intercessor and Eucharistic Minister: Misty Burney
Lector: Bill Nitterauer
Music Director: Michael McNeill
Proper 17 August 30, 2026
Holy Eucharist Rite II

Stand and sing Hymn 8 "Morning has broken"
Morning has broken
like the first morning,
blackbird has spoken
like the first bird.
Praise for the singing!
Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing
fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain's new fall
sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall
on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness
of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness
where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight!
Mine is the morning
born of the one light
Eden saw play!
Praise with elation,
praise every morning,
God's re-creation
of the new day!

	 
	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	People
	And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.


Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Opening Song of Praise: This is the day (Les Garrett)
This is the day, this is the day,
that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made,
Let us rejoice, let us rejoice,
And be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it,
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made.
You are our God, You are our God,
we will praise Your name, we will praise Your name,
We will depend, we will depend
On Your faithfulness, on Your faithfulness
You are our God, we will praise Your name
We will depend on Your faithfulness
You are our God, You are our God, we will praise Your name.
	Celebrant
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Let us pray.


Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from the Book of Exodus
Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.
	Reader
	The Word of the Lord.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
23 Israel came into Egypt, *
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
he made them stronger than their enemies;
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
and dealt unjustly with his servants.

26 He sent Moses his servant, *
and Aaron whom he had chosen.
45 Hallelujah!

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.
Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People

Thanks be to God.
Stand and sing Hymn 679 "Surely it is God who saves me"
1. Surely it is God who saves me;
trusting him, I shall not fear.
For the Lord defends and shields me
and his saving help is near.
So rejoice as you draw water
from salvation's living spring;
in the day of your deliverance
thank the Lord, his mercies sing.

2. Make his deeds known to the peoples;
tell out his exalted Name.
Praise the Lord, who has done great things;
all his works his might proclaim.
Zion, lift your voice in singing;
for with you has come to dwell,
in your very midst, the great and
Holy One of Israel.

Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Matthew 16:21-28

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

	Celebrant
	The Gospel of the Lord.

	People
	Praise to you, Lord Christ.


Sit for  The Homily              

The Rev’d  Shawn Clerkin
Stand for  The Nicene Creed                                (BCP p. 358)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please stand or kneel for the
Prayers of the People

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites us to follow him. As he laid down his life in intercession for the world, let us pray on behalf of people everywhere, saying: Lord, strengthen us.
For all people of faith who struggle to believe in the promise of life amid the clamor of death, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, strengthen us.
For the churches who must bear witness to the possibility of taking up the cross and following Jesus, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, strengthen us.
For those who are troubled by demons of mind and body, for those who must watch others suffer, and especially Colleen, Robin, Heather, Teddy, Darlene, Sheila, Sarah, Jeff, Nicole, Jan, Charlene, Sallie, Julie, Warren, Jeannie, Delores, Sabrina, Tracy, Cathy, Tyler, John, Lynn, Bill, the Webster family, Gabriel, Mary, Dale, Tameka, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, strengthen us.
For those who are losing their souls in the pursuit of worldly gain, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, strengthen us.
For those laying down their lives in faithful dedication to God’s call, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear us.
For those who are to die this week, and for their safe passage to the life of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, strengthen us.
For all here present who will one day be judged by God’s standards and meet Christ coming in glory, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, strengthen us.
We pray for

The Anglican Communion – The Church of the Province of the West Indies
The Episcopal Church – St. Matthias, East Aurora, and St. Peter’s, Eggertsville
Celebrant 
Most high God, your ways are not our ways, yet your ways bear life. Hear the petitions of your assembled people. Pour out on your world the faith to hear your call and the courage to answer it. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8
OFFERTORY HYMN
Remain seated and sing Hymn "Step by Step" (Rich Mullins)
Oh God, You are my God
And I will ever praise You
Oh God, You are my God
And I will ever praise You

I will seek You in the morning
And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will follow You all of my days

DOXOLOGY
Stand and sing Hymn 400 (v. 7)
Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise God the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Holy Communion

Stand as you are able

	Celebrant
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give our thanks and praise.




It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus WLP 858 (green hymnal) Holy, holy, holy (American folk melody, harm. Pruner)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Mark and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Fraction Anthem LEVAS 269 Lamb of God
(from Eucharist of the Soul by Lena McLin)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
COMMUNION HYMN
"Where He Leads Me"
I can hear my Savior calling, (3 times)
"Take thy cross and follow, follow me."

Refrain: Where He leads me I will follow, (3x)
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

I'll go with Him through the garden, (3x)
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

Refrain
I'll go with Him through the judgement, (3x)
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

Refrain
He will give me grace and glory, (3x)
And go with me, with me all the way.

Refrain
The Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
       and be gracious to you. Amen.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you
       and give you peace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION HYMN
Stand and sing "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus" (LEVAS 136)

1. I have decided to follow Jesus, (3xs)
No turning back, no turning back!

2. Though no one join me, still I will follow, (3xs)
No turning back, no turning back!

3. The world behind me, the cross before me, (3xs)
No turning back, no turning back!

	 
	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

	People
	Thanks be to God.



Blessing Our Food The eyes of all wait upon you (Bayou) (WLP 820)
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THANK YOU to Dee Jakel, Emily Jakel, and Bill King for assisting with today's music! 

CHOIR STARTS THIS WEEK!
Thank you to everyone who participated in Summer Choir! Regular choir rehearsals will resume Thursday, September 3 at 7pm with some singing, social time, and refreshments. Everyone is welcome! If you'd like to be added to the choir email list or if you'd like more information about the choir, email Michael McNeill at music@stmarksop.org.

St. Mark’s Prayer Roll
The Anglican Communion – The Church of the Province of the West Indies
The Episcopal Church – St. Matthias, East Aurora, and St. Peter’s, Eggertsville

Those in need or trouble – Colleen, Robin, Heather, Teddy, Darlene, Sheila, Sarah, Jeff, Nicole, Jan, Charlene, Sallie, Julie, Warren, Jeannie, Delores, Sabrina, Tracy, Cathy, Tyler, John, Lynn, Bill, the Webster family, Paul, Gabriel, Mary, Dale, Tameka
This Week at St. Mark’s 

Sunday 08/30
8:00am Eucharist Rite I 

10:00am Eucharist Rite II Picnic
Wednesday 09/02
11:00am Book Club
12:30pm Noon Eucharist
Thursday 09/03
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday 09/05
6:00pm Open AA Meeting
Sunday 09/06
8:00am Eucharist Rite I 

10:00am Eucharist Rite II 
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