St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
6595 East Quaker Street

Orchard Park, NY 14127
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Presider: The Rev’d Frieda Van Vaalen Webb
Intercessor and Eucharistic Minister: Alan Dewart
Eucharistic Minister: Misty Burney
Lectors: Misty Burney and Dee Jakel
Music Director: Michael McNeill
Ushers: Barbara and Michael Hanitz
Third Sunday of Easter
April 19, 2026
Holy Eucharist Rite II

PRELUDE
"Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless" (J.B. Dykes, arr. Emma Lou Diemer)

Stand and sing Hymn 180 "He is risen, he is risen"
	Presider
	Alleluia. Christ is risen.
	

	People
	The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
	


Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Opening Song of Praise S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
Presider
The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Presider
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.
	Reader
	The Word of the Lord.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
The choir will chant this morning's psalm. The congregation is invited to join the chant on the verses in bold type, and to join in the antiphon.
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1 I love the Lord, … because he has heard the voice of my [sup]-plication,*

   because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I [called] upon him.

2    The cords of death entangled me; … the grip of the [grave] took hold of me;*
      I came to [grief] and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the [name of] the LORD:*
   “O LORD I pray you [save] my life.”

Antiphon
10        How shall I re-[pay] the Lord *
            for all the good things [he] has done for me?
11 I will lift up the [cup of] salvation*
and call upon the [name of] the Lord.

12        I will fulfill my [vows to] the Lord *
            in the presence of [all] his people.
Antiphon
13 Precious in the [sight of] the Lord *
     is the [death of] his servants.

14        O Lord [I am] your servant;*
            I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; …
                you have freed me [from] my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice [of] thanksgiving*
     and call upon the [name of] the Lord.

16        I will fulfill my [vows to] the Lord*
            in the presence of [all] his people,*
17 in the courts of the [LORD’S] house,*
     in the midst of you O Jerusalem. … [Hal]-lelujah!

Antiphon
A Reading from the First letter of Peter.

1 Peter 1:17-23
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
	Reader
	The Word of the Lord.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


Stand and sing WL&P (green hymnal) 767 "Baptized in water"
Presider
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

	Presider
	The Gospel of the Lord.

	People
	Praise to you, Lord Christ.


Sit for  The Homily              
The Rev’d  Frieda Van Baalen Webb
Stand for  The Nicene Creed                                (BCP p. 358)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain standing as you are able for the

Prayers of the People

Let us who journey on the way with Christ, risen and ever-present in mystery, pray for the world with all our heart and mind, saying: Lord, hear our prayer
For the church universal and for this community of faith, that we may wholeheartedly devote ourselves to the apostolic teaching, to common life, to the breaking of bread and the life of prayer, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer
For all nations and people of this wide earth that we may be delivered from human devices of oppression, and from false idols and futile ways let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer
That all who grieve or who are desperate or haunted by violence may know the hidden strength of Christ present, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer
For the homeless, those without bread, those tempted by vengeance and driven to rage, that they may find refuge and strength in the one who walks with them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer
For the children of calamity, and for our own children, that they may come to know and to claim the promises of God to all generations, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer
For those having died in faith and for all the sick and suffering especially Heidi, Colleen, Robin, Heather, Baby Theodore, Steve, Darlene, Cheryl, Paula, Sheila, Sarah, Jeff, Maria, Eric, Linda, Nicole, Jan, Charlene, Sallie, Julie, Warren, Jeannie, Delores, Sabrina, Tracy, Anthony, Chris, that they may know the love of God who has raised Christ up, having loosed the pangs of death, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer
We pray for

Anglican Communion – The Church of the Province of Myanmar
The Episcopal Church – St. Mark’s, Leroy and St. Paul’s, Lewiston
Preserve us all, O Lord, and take us home to your heart, so that all our lives may be woven together in prayer and praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Presider
The peace of Christ be always with you.

People

And also with you.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2
OFFERTORY HYMN
"When Christ Broke Bread" (text: Linda Muehlig; music: Rockingham, arr. Carol Muehlig)
DOXOLOGY
Great God, our gratitude we bring,
Accept our humble offering: Alleluia, alleluia!
For all the gifts on us bestowed,
Thy name be evermore adored.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

(Text: Josephine Heard/Tune: Laßt uns erfreuen)

The Holy Communion
Stand as you are able

	Presider
	The Lord be with you.
	
	

	People
	And also with you.
	
	

	Presider
	Lift up your hearts.
	
	

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.
	
	

	Presider
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	
	

	People
	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	
	

	Presider
	It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, 
all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy.


But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus WLP 858 (green hymnal) Holy, holy, holy (American folk melody, harm. Pruner)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.

Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and blessed Mark, our Patron, blessed Peter, the Apostle, and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
FRACTION ANTHEM WLP (green hymnal) 875 Be known to us (James)
Refrain (choir only, then all):
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.

The bread which we break, alleluia,
Is the communion of the body of Christ. (Refrain)
One body are we, alleluia,
For though many we share one bread.(Refrain)
The Gifts of God for the People of God. He gives heavenly bread to the hungry, and to the thirsty, water from the living spring..

COMMUNION HYMNS
Hymn 343 "Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless"
WL&P (green hymnal) 763 "As we gather at your table"
The Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;

you have united us

with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.

Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue for ever

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Holy eternal Majesty,

Holy incarnate Word,

Holy abiding Spirit,

Bless you for evermore. Amen.
Stand and sing Hymn 296 "We know that Christ is raised and dies no more"
	 
	Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.

	People
	Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.


POSTLUDE
on "Nettleton" (trad., arr. Eurydice Osterman)
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JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT CONCERT
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 4PM
The Buffalo Bach Project will reunite in its original lineup for the first time in 11 years to present a program featuring Baroque works by J.S. Bach and G. F. Handel alongside contemplative music of the 20th century by Olivier Messiaen, Cyril Scott and John Adams. Featuring soprano Maria Maxfield, visiting from New York City, where she sings with the Metropolitan Opera Chorus, alongside oboist Megan Kyle and cellist Katie Weissman, accompanied by St. Mark's music director Michael McNeill (organ, piano). $20 suggested donation; no one turned away for lack of funds.

Join us for Ascension Evensong, May 14!
Thursday, May 14, at 6PM, join us for an Evensong Service to celebrate the Feast of the Ascension! Ascension is one of the major feast days of the church year, the beginning of the end of the Easter season as we approach Pentecost. The service will feature music from the St. Mark's Choir, scripture, prayer, and contemplation.
St. Mark’s Prayer Roll
We pray for

Anglican Communion – The Church of the Province of Myanmar
The Episcopal Church – St. Mark’s, Leroy and St. Paul’s, Lewiston

Those in need or trouble –Heidi, Colleen, Robin, Heather, Baby Theodore, Steve, Darlene, Cheryl, Paula, Sheila, Sarah, Jeff, Maria, Eric, Linda, Nicole, Jan, Charlene, Sallie, Julie, Warren, Jeannie, 
Delores, Sabrina, Tracy, Anthony, Chris
This Week at St. Mark’s 

Sunday 04/19
8:00am Eucharist Rite I 

9:45am Sunday School K-5
9:45am High School Youth Group
10:00am Eucharist Rite II 

11:00am Coffee Hour
Monday 04/20

4:30pm Girl Scouts

6:00pm Girl Scouts

Wednesday 04/22
11:00am Book Club
Thursday 04/23
5:30pm BNYC Rehearsal

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 04/25
6:00pm Open AA Meeting 

Sunday 04/26
8:00am Eucharist Rite I
9:45am Sunday School K-5
10:00am Eucharist Rite II 
11:00am Coffee Hour
4:00pm Buffalo Bach Concert
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